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Bill Noe Flight School to officially open Aug. 10 
 
AUGUST 4, 2021 
 
Marshall University’s Bill Noe Flight 
School will have its official opening with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 10, at the new facility at 
Yeager Airport in Charleston. Marshall’s 
classroom building and 12,000-square-foot 
hangar are located on Eagle Mountain 
Road, just past the Capital Jet Center. 
 
Officials expected to participate in the 
ceremony include Gov. Jim Justice; 
Appalachian Regional Commission Co-Chair Gayle Conelly Manchin; Charleston Mayor Amy Goodwin 
and members of the Kanawha County Commission, among others, including Marshall University 
President Jerome A. Gilbert and Executive Aviation Specialist Bill Noe, and Yeager Airport CEO and 
Director Nick Keller. 
 
The university has received approval from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to start a Part 141 
pilot school. The school will help meet the nation’s projected significant need for commercial pilots over 
the next 20 years. Its ground and flight courses will lead to a series of FAA certifications and will prepare 
graduates to become commercial pilots of single and multi-engine aircraft. 
 
The flight school is set to open for the fall 2021 semester, which begins Monday, Aug. 23. Students will 
earn a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Commercial Pilot – Fixed Wing. The ground and flight 
courses also will lead to a series of FAA certifications, preparing graduates to become commercial pilots 
of single and multi-engine aircraft. When in full operation, the Bill Noe Flight School is expected to 
enroll more than 200 students and produce some 50 commercial pilots annually. 
 
For more information about the flight school, visit www.marshall.edu/aviation. 
 




































Program aiming to help veterans by reading the classics 
will kick off with inaugural lecture Aug. 20 
 
AUGUST 4, 2021 
Marshall will present the inaugural 
lecture Friday, Aug. 20, of “The Wars 
Within, The Wars Without,” a program 
designed to help connect veteran 
students at Marshall with veterans from 
throughout the state of West Virginia. 
The lecture, titled “Stoicism as a 
Philosophy for Modern Life,” will be 
presented by Dr. Massimo Pigliucci, 
who serves as the K.D. Irani Professor 
of Philosophy and the chair of the 
Department of Philosophy at City College of New York. 
 
It is planned for 5:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 20, in Room 402 of Drinko Library on the Huntington campus. It 
also can be attended virtually via www.marshall.edu/warswithin. The lecture is free, and all are invited to 
attend, in person or online. 
 
“The Wars Within, The Wars Without” is a program with the goal of connecting veterans on campus and 
throughout West Virginia through a series of public discussion groups in which participants will read and 
discuss classic texts about war, to help veterans reflect on their experiences. New Fall 2021 courses 
geared toward veterans and military-connected students aim to help them cope with traumatic experiences 
and explore the history of war. 
 
The program will be co-directed by Marshall faculty members Dr. Christina Franzen, an associate 
professor of classics, and Dr. Robin Riner, a professor of anthropology. 
 
In explaining how veteran students can benefit from literature such as Lucan’s Civil War, Franzen also 
quoted Cathy Caruth, author of Literature in the Ashes of History: “For these stories of trauma cannot be 
limited to the catastrophes they name, and the theory of catastrophic history may ultimately be written in 
a language that already lingers, in these texts, after the end, in a time that comes to us from another shore, 
from the other side of disaster.” 
 
“When we asked a veteran of OIF (Operation Iraqi Freedom), our former student, ‘Why read Civil War?’ 
he referred to the book as a bridge — from his experience as a combat soldier to his experience as a 
student, from ancient Rome to now, and from his inner world to the outside one,” Franzen said. “He 
spoke of the absurdity of Lucan’s text, that it reminded him of when he was with his buddies overseas 
during his three deployments, and how absurd and inappropriate they were with one another — and still 
are — when they get together.” 
The program is sponsored by the West Virginia Humanities Council; Marshall University’s Hedrick 
Teaching Innovation Grant, Drinko Academy, College of Liberal Arts, and Academic Affairs; and the 
Ancient Worlds, Modern Communities initiative of the Society for Classical Studies.  For more 










You are invited to join the Marshall Recreation Center for the premier event of the year. 
RecFest is an opportunity to showcase your business or organization to not only Marshall 
Students, but to the entire Marshall community. This year’s event will take place on 
Saturday, Aug. 21, from noon to 3 p.m. on the gym courts of the Rec Center. 
RecFest is the perfect place to connect and collaborate with Huntington and to expose your 
brand to thousands of incoming Marshall Students. 
We hope you can join us, as we are excited for the return of RecFest this year, 2020 put a 
hold on the event but we are ready for this year’s event and hope to come back better than 




















be ready for a party! We look forward to having you as a vendor at the 2021 RecFest event; 
reserve your space today as one of our vendors or sponsors. 
Marshall researchers publish in athletic training journal 
 
AUGUST 4, 2021 
 
Marshall athletic training faculty members Mark Timmons, Ph.D., ATC, LAT, and Zach Garrett, D,H,Sc,, 
ATC, are coauthors, along with former student and first author Nathan Harrison, on a study recently 
published in the Journal of Sport and Rehabilitation. 
 
The study, titled “Serratus Anterior Fatigue Reduces Scapular Posterior Tilt and External Rotation During 
Arm Elevation,” was published July 21. Harrison, a 2019 graduate, completed the research as his thesis 
project in Marshall’s Master of Science in Exercise, Athletic Training Emphasis program under the 
guidance of Timmons and Garrett. 
 
To conduct the study, Marshall University students and community members were recruited to 
participate, working with faculty to create and execute an exercise protocol to fatigue participants’ 
serratus anterior muscle. Participants completed this exercise protocol while data was collected to study 
the effects of this fatigue on participants’ shoulder kinematics. 
 
Harrison measured participants’ scapular kinematics in three dimensions using the 
Ascension  trakSTART electromagnetic motion capture system in tandem with InnSport’s Motion 
Monitor software to collect data. Additionally, measurements of force were made using a handheld 
dynamometer. 
 
This study focused on the serratus anterior muscle because it is a scapular stabilizing muscle that assists 
with upward rotation, external rotation, and posterior tilt of the scapula. Each of these scapular motions 
helps to reduce compressive loads on the rotator cuff of the shoulder during arm elevation. The study 
hypothesized that by fatiguing the serratus anterior and reducing its contribution to movement during arm 
elevation, less scapular motion would result. 
 
The findings support the development of future research to investigate whether exercises that strengthen 
the serratus anterior can reduce the development of rotator cuff injury. These findings could be beneficial 
for rotator cuff injury prevention for people that perform repeated arm motions, like industrial workers, 
military personnel and athletes playing overhead sports like basketball. 
 
Harrison is now an athletic trainer for Southeast Missouri State University, providing coverage to that 
university’s softball program. 
 














New MU/MCTC aviation program influences company’s decision to 
expand to West Virginia 
 
AUGUST 4, 2021 
 
Thoroughbred Aviation, central 
Kentucky’s largest aviation 
maintenance and avionics provider, 
is expanding operations with the 
opening of a facility at Huntington 
Tri-State Airport, Joe Otte, the 
company’s vice president, 
announced in July. 
 
Thoroughbred officials said the 
soon-to-launch Marshall University/Mountwest Community & Technical College Aviation Maintenance 
Technology (AMT) program influenced the company’s decision to locate repair operations in West 
Virginia. 
 
“Thoroughbred is excited to be opening a new aviation maintenance facility in Huntington beginning 
Aug. 1. One of the primary reasons we selected Tri-State is Marshall University’s aviation programs for 
both future pilots and maintenance technicians. We look forward to partnering with these programs to 
mentor young aviation professionals and create future job opportunities in the region,” Otte said. 
 
“Our aviation academic programs are innovative catalysts for economic development, as is evidenced by 
the announcement by Thoroughbred Aviation,” President Gilbert said . “We are pleased to welcome them 
to the Tri-State and are eager to partner on new initiatives.” 
 
Thoroughbred employs more than 35 technicians at facilities in Berea, Big Sandy and Lexington, 
Kentucky, where it services fixed wing and rotor aircraft, including Beech, Cessna and Cirrus, as well as 
Airbus and Bell. The company’s avionics division supports all major brands of autopilot and mission 
equipment, including Garmin, Aspen, Avidyne, Churchill Navigation, Teledyne FLIR and Technisonic. 
 
The new Huntington location will provide maintenance for general aviation and corporate aircraft as well 
as helicopter maintenance, structures, avionics and on-call maintenance for commercial airlines. 
 
“We are excited to welcome Thoroughbred Aviation to Huntington Tri-State Airport,” said Dave Lieving, 
president and CEO of the Huntington Area Development Council and president of Tri-State Airport 
Authority. “This is a natural fit because the AMT will be located adjacent to Thoroughbred’s operations, 
providing an excellent opportunity for collaboration that will ultimately complement both entities. This is 
just the beginning of a partnership that will help build the region’s aviation sector, bringing good jobs to 
the Huntington area.” 
With Thoroughbred next door to the school, students will have the opportunity to job shadow and 
experience a professional aviation environment firsthand, said Jim Smith, interim director of the AMT 
program. 
 
Marshall and Mountwest have applied for the AMT program’s accreditation, which is pending approval 
by the Higher Learning Commission; after approval, the inaugural class is scheduled to begin in January 
2022. Administered by the Robert C. Byrd Institute at Marshall, the program is a branch of the 
university’s Division of Aviation, which also includes the Bill Noe Flight School at Yeager Airport in 















Five incoming freshmen recognized as Underwood-Smith 
Scholars 
 
AUGUST 4, 2021 
Five students who will begin their undergraduate 
studies at Marshall this fall were recognized as 2021 
Underwood-Smith Teaching Scholars. They were part 
of a group of 25 who will be attending higher education 
institutions throughout West Virginia. 
 
Marshall’s Underwood-Smith Scholars for this year 
include: 
 
• Olivia Blount from Sissonville High School to pursue a degree in elementary education; 
• Raine Fritz from Doddridge County High School to pursue a degree in math; 
• Sydney King from Richwood High School to pursue a degree in math; 
• Annjela Twardy from Man High School to pursue a degree in elementary education; 
• Christopher Vines from Midland Trail High School to pursue a degree in math. 
 
A virtual celebration of the scholars took place today on Facebook Live. 
Archived video from the program may be viewed 
at https://www.facebook.com/HEPCMediaCenter/. 
 
According to Jessica Tice of the West Virginia Higher Education Policy 
Commission, which manages the program, the Underwood-Smith Teaching 
Scholarship program is designed to help West Virginia address ongoing 
teacher shortages in the fields of math, science, special education and 
elementary education. Recipients commit to teaching in one of these high-
demand fields in West Virginia for at least five years after graduation. To give students the greatest 
chance at success, each is paired with a practicing classroom teacher mentor, who provides guidance 
throughout their college careers. 
 
“As a former teacher of math myself, I am glad to see some of these new 
students pursuing STEM fields as well,” said Dr. Teresa Eagle, dean of the 
College of Education and Professional Development. “We welcome these 
scholars and all incoming freshmen to Marshall.” 
 
For rising high school seniors who want to become teachers in West 
Virginia, applications are open for the 2022 cohort. 
Visit underwoodsmith.org for more information. The Underwood-Smith 
award is stackable with other forms of financial aid. West Virginia residents 
who receive the PROMISE Scholarship as well ($4,750 per year) receive nearly $15,000 per year to help 
pay for college. 
 





























New Cases Since July 20, 2021 
   Students: 1 
   Faculty: 0 
   Staff*: 1 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 








The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Aug. 11, 2021. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 9, 2021. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/August-4-2021. 
